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The Editor

The Washington Post
1150 15th Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20005

The Washington Post's story about the National Caucus of Labor
Committees {of 17 February 1974) could leave the impression with some
of your readers that the CIA, through its refusal to comment, indeed
might be involved in the kinds of activities the NCLC alleges. Our recol-
lection is that we told your reporter that the NCLC appeared to be a
domestic organization, so he should ask the Federal Bureau oi Investiga-
tion rather than CIA for information about it. While it appeared self-
evident that the NCLC charges are only twisted fantasy, your circulation
of them forces CIA to deny them flatly as. false.
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By Paul W. V alentine

Valentine is o wntm on The Wushington Post’s metropolitan staff.

I«W YO K—Pale, Intense, humox-
less, dizciplined, the men and
night and day in the
crampoed oflices eight {loors above the

~Manbhattan streets.

~ Phones ring constantly, Staff work-
erg take the calls, confer, snap brief
orders to each other, rTap memos
on one .of several {ypowriters, rum-

" mage through bulging {file cabinets

‘backed against the peeling walls and

- opague painted windows, .
The unmarked door to the offices is
perpetually bolted. No siranger enters.

until security officers inside inspect
him carefully through a' pecphiole. Then

“therve is & physical search.

This is the headquarlers and nerve
center of the National Caucus of Labor
Committees (NCLC), a small, increas-
ingly militant flamxist organization.

One of its obsessions is the Central

CIntelligence Agency, In emotionally su-

percharged tones, NCIL.C discirles pro-
claim they are gripped in a nightmar-
ish wed of ClA-divected conspiracy,
brainwashing and assassination at-

‘tempts designed to obliterate NCLC

and its leade?, Lyn Marcus,

The claims are shronded in the de-
monie shadow world of psychological
“programmir.;;,”  hypnotism, electro-
shock, drugs, sado-masochistic torture
and sexual degradation forced on key
NCLC members by CIA operatives and

“other sinisler forces—not only to cof-

feet the assassination of NCI.C Jeader-
sHip but nlso help’ trigger a fascist
takeover of America. :

Fervid NCILC followers sce their
organization-—a  spin-off of the now
moribund Students for a Demnocratic
Society (SD)—-as a pivolal force in
bringing worldwide socialist revolution,

“the news media with crisis-pitch press -
releases, lea*leimgftclomeu andg plants,

NCLC Washinzton member Bruce Di-
yector with apoenlyptic urgencey, . . . be-
cause if we don't succeed, the end of
the world as we know it is in sight”

Like Early Christiaus

NE OF THE MOST active radical
(% groups in the doldrum-like after-
math of the Vietnam war, NCIL.C pur-
sucs its various missions with something
akin to messianic hysteria, deluging

“predicting chaos, ¢iass war and ‘revo-

Vielim Recovering,”

lution in four to five years-and accus-
ing the government of fomenting
inflation, unemployment, strikes, ur-
ban gang warfare and otber distuplive
acts to justify a fascist crackdown.
“CIA Plang Assassinations of Revo-
lufionary Youth,” screams one pProsds
release  headline. “CIA  DPrainwash
says another,
Though small in numbers (New York
police eslimate nutionwide merber-
ship at 700 to 1,000), NCLC has at
tracted into its bizart world not only
gons and daughiers of old-line radical
familics of {be 19203 but also children
of politically conventional and cven
prominent familices, including the sons

cof a JFord Toundation viee president,

the daughter of the president of Sarah’

Lawrence College and the son of a
high-ranking State Department  olfi-
cial. . .

NCLC is “like an early Chrislian
scel,” says W, MeNeil Lowry, the lord
Fouw: l(l.xtxon viee president whose: son,
Grabham, is a Doston NCLC menber.
“They think they're the only ones who
can save the world” - )

] stumbled into an NCLC
group at the University of Jichigan,

stud v
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“troit auto firm,” she says, anu aw
A Ti mother is & housewife and part-time
/‘"E . ,\/ /"%\ T/:} f secretary. Like many NCLC members,
; \V/ _/ she is reluctant to give identifying -

-parficulars about family nembers,

Speaking in clipped, unemotional
toneg, Miss Wagner says she has one
brother, “a very traditional engineer

buL at least he’s uscful. I told him

'we can use him after the revolution.”

This utilitarian view of the family
pervades much of NCLC thinking,

“Part of our work is organizing our
parents,” says 2050:\1 old Bmce Di-
rector.

“It'g just like organizing workers at
a plant,” says Miss Wagner. . . . It
requircs a fundamental change in the
relationship with our fomilies——{rom a
child-parent relatiouship to an adult-
to-adult relationship.”-

The CIA Plot Theory

IR)‘(‘TOR a small, wiry man with
bright, darting eyes, who lives in
Sll\'CI‘ Spring, says that NCLC nem-
bers are not congenitally conspiracy-
minded, and that many like himself at
first doubted the CIA “master plot”
ballyhooed by NCLC. :
"I received it with some skepticiam
at first,” he says. “I knew the coun-
try was not run by bourgeois democ-

- racy, but T was not exactly sure who

was running it. . NCLC made it
clear 40 me who it is and how these
real powers have had to mount a
worldwide psychological operation to
implement what they want.”

NCLC leaders acknowledge that
they bave little direct concrete evi-
dence of the “master plot,” hut
through a network of “sources” and
24-hour-a-day monitoring of political,
ceonomie, {rade union and olher de-
velopments throughout the woi‘ld, they
say they are able to construct their
conglusiongs on  “inferential reason-
jnq ”

Principal architcet of the CIA plot
theory is Lsn larcus, the lean and
garrulous national chairman of NCLC
who leads his orpanization. with an
authoritarian hand from the eichth
{loor headquarters at 231 W. 29(h St

and thus as a 'mmApiered F‘dlAReIe.atse 2&0510&1N(‘{CIA3&BR88H0“7315R0’00®005900‘34 gdrment district,

“counter-insurgency.)’
“We must work all the time," says

Wapgner, 240 01 wan atlvactod to it bee
cause 11 wis (the ouly seripus group

During a five-hour
view, lie deseribed ju

nonstop  inter-
minule detail



